e

ot

%

B s e

S e SRS S TINT. Nt Dtk SN L gl N S

SRS

S e o e L

S

e
i

ﬁl:f..

g e,

il

T

e
gy i, TPt

i,

T

#°
i

i
i

R

%
o
'
)
t
~
8
i
1

T 3

P

.

ot

~ =y

IR L it S0 cee 0T

PO

Yix

v

i

e

o e

.‘x-'f,‘

.

-

¢ ~

-

e e i

et

~_—-d-mnu. i

THE SUN. SUNDAY. JUNE 11,

1905.

e

Bigman |

SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 1005.

Entered at the Post OMoe at New York as Second-
Class Mall Matter.

Subscriptions by Mail, Pestpaid.
DAILY, Per Month.......e0e
DAILY, Per Year.....c.ooeeue
SUNDAY, Per Year...... Yancvas
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Year.
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month

Postage to foreigh countries added.

Readers who Intend to leave town for the summer
may have Tam Sun mafled to them ad the foregoing
prices, The address may be changed aa is deatred,
Order through your newadealer or of THR Sun, 170
Nassau atreet.

Published by The Sun Printing and Publishing
Association &t 170 Nassau atreet, fn jhe Borough
of Manhattan, New York.

e ————————
eur friends who favor us with manuscripts for
w’brﬂcm wish to have rejected artickes returned, they
must in all cases send stamyps yor thal purpose.

—
—_—

The Policyholder.

What is the position of the policy-
holders in the reorganized Equitable?

According to the statement of Pre-
siding Justice MORGAN J O'BRIEN, it
was he, as a large policyholder in the
society, who enlisted the powerful co-
operation of Mr. THOMAS F. RYAN, an-
other policyholder, in the movement to
purchase Mr. HYDE'S controlling stock
interest and to convey the same to three
trustees of eminent trustworthiness. The
pames of allof Mr. RYaN’'s associates in
this purchase have not yet been d isclosed,
but he speaks of them as “ policyholders
who, like ‘myself, have never had any
relations with the Equitable except as
policyholders.” .

In the next place, the reorganization
now in progress purposes to adopt the
measure of mutualization already ap-
proved by the Superintendent of Insur-
ance, but held up by Justice MADDOX’S
deocision; namely, the choice of twen-
ty-eight directors by the policyholders,
as against twenty-four directors repre-
senting the stock. But whatever ob-
jections applied to the original twenty-
eight to twehty-four plan, with regard to
the free exercise of the policyholders'
franchise untrammeled by interference
or dictation either by the central man-J
agement or by the society’s local agents,
are removed by the expedient of placing
the machinery of election in the control
of the three trustees.

The new plan goes much further than
that. Not onlytare the twenty-eight
majority directors to be voted into
office by the trustees as the policyholders
may determine, but the remaining
twenty-four, or stock, directors are to
be chosen absolutely and finally by the
uncontrolled judgment of the trustees.
The proprigty | terest acquired from
Mr. HYDE byj r. RYAN and his associ-
ates begins businees by divesting itself
entirely of the power to vote for any
one of the’ fitty-two directors. The
policyholders- elect twenty-eight of the
directors through the trustees as the
representatives of the majority stock
interest. The trustees, as the repre-
sentatives of the policyholders’ interests,
select the other twenty-four. |

We assume ‘that the legal obstacles
to charter amentdment, as indicated in
Justice MAppox's decision upholding
the property rights of the minority
stockholders, are met by the trustee
plan; that is to say, while there will
continue to be elections under the orig-
inal oharter, at which all stock may
vote, the -majority interest will decide
these elections and constitute the board
in the manner already set forth.

Thus it seems that the mutualization
under the Ryan plan goes much further
away fromstock control and in the direc-
tion of policyholder management than
any previousproposal that was com-
patible with practical and legal condi-
tlons. Indeed, that it is as thorough as
these conditions permit.

The efficiency of the system and the
guarantee of the Equitable's future
prosperity will depend upon the char-
acter of the men holding in trust the
oontrol of the society's affairs. The
three names proposed are such as to
Justify the confidence of every policy-
holder.’ ‘Mr. RYAN did not overstate the
high and honorable quality of the seryice
when he appealed to Mr. CLEVELAND to
help restore to soundness and public
confldence 'this great trust affecting so
many people of slender means.

The Pursuit of Truth,

It:is not surprising that Mr. GOLDWIN
SMITH'S letters to THE SUN on the re-
ligious problem, one of which we print
to-day, have provoked bitter criticism,
both from believers in the theological
theory of the government of the uni-
verse and from people who reject it with
scorn. The tone and temper of those
remarkable discussions reveal a pro-
foundly religious character and tem-
perament in the writer, but they show
also an intellect perplexed with doubts
of that old dogmatic scheme.

Thig religious bias is resented by the
infidel, who knows no other force in the
universe than impersonal scientific law,
and he lapks on Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH as
a trimmer, as 4 man who is afraid to go
to the logioal conclusion of the premises
which he is compelled unwillingly to ac-
cept. ‘The' religious ' believer bitterly
assails “him for giving expression to
questioniggs  which are in his mind.
Faith, has no toleration for doubt, no
matter how seriously and regtretfully
confessed. It allows no tampering with
religioys dogma, and least of all with the
fundamental supernaturalism against
which the science so respectfully re-
garded, by Mr, GoLowIN SMITH is di-
rectly 'arrayed.

His attitude toward the great riddle of
the .universe, however, represents that
of Qw mass of educated and thoughtful
minds of‘this period; and among them
very many: of ‘the distinctly and pro-
foundly religious cast-of his own. They
are not controveraiglista. They have no
quatrel to wage with faith. They have

no flesire’ td upset the ‘réligious belief
whiph lies at the foifndation of our
whale system of social morality and is
the ‘PRewhich vestaapiritaal aspira~
tion'-for. & better. and-higher-life, Like

ir. Go‘,pm SaitH, they tremble for
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fear of the social consequences which
may come to the world from the destruc-
tion of that faith and inspiration and
the substitution for a personal GoD ru-
ling the universe of a Force impersonal,
merciless and far beyond the reach of
human sentimental appeal.

Mr. GoLDWIN SMITH is a distinguished
type of this class of mind. He would
not destroy, yet he cannot desist from
the pumsuit of truth and cannot refuse
to give to truth recognition when it is
demonstrated to him, whatever the con-
sequences may be. A like loyalty pre-
vails widely even in the ministry ap-
pointed to uphold theological dogmas
which are deprived of authority by reve-
lations of natural science that their in-
tellects cannot refuse to accept. In his
letter of to-day Mr., GOLDWIN SMITH in-
stances some of the striking examples
of this contemporary clerical tendency;
and unquestionably there are mgny
signs of a radical revolution in religious
theories, even in the Church itself.

He ends his letter by expreasing satis-
faction that even in *an age so much
perplexed with doubts” he discerns an
“activity of the general conscience”
which is remarkable. This is an incident
of a period more than any other “full of
the earnest desire for truth,” to whose
significance we have before adverted.
Nobody need be afraid of so honest a
quest,

“Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free,” were the
words of the Founder of Christianity.

Speech and Manners.

Mr. HENRY JAMES did a good service
to the graduating class of the women's
college of Bryn Mawr on Thursday in
admonishing them to be careful of their
speech, to avoid an unmusical enuncia-
tion and to “cultivate tidy epeaking.”

Mr. JAMES in his present visit to his
native country has found many things
distasteful to him, but the American pro-
nunciation, even by people who “call
themselves educated,” seems especially
to shock his delicate ear; for example,
they talk about “vanillar ice cream,”
*Portor Ricorand Cubar;” and, generally,
“they tack the ‘r’ to the end of words to
which it does not belong.” This particu-
lar sin against English speech we have
not discovered hereabouts td any alarm-
ing extent, but probably it is glaring in
other parts of the country, or Mr. JAMES
would not have instanced it as especially
notable,

“Untidiness” in speech, however, is
frequent enough everywhere in America,
and probably was never more general
than it is now among “ people who think
themselves educated.” In the arguments

‘of lawyers, even the most learned, in

after dinner speeches by orators having
or claiming distinction in eloquence, in
the conversation of men and women os-
tensibly cultivated you hear an English
pronunciation which suggests “untidi-
ness,” if not unrefined and uneducated
associations. It is rare to hear the lan-
guage spoken with an elegance in the
choice of vocabulary, in pronunciation,
in enunciation and in modulation which
betokens a satisfactory cultivation,

‘Mr. HENRY JAMES, however, could
have extended his criticism to much of
the speech in circles of English society
in which such “untidiness” might not
be expected. He must have heard it in
the speech of even some Oxford men and
very generally in the speech of army
and navy officers and of many in the
aristocratic English sphere. Correct-
ness and precision of pronunciation are
often avoided by these men and “untidi-
ness” is affected as a smort of badge of
superiority to people who are more
choice in their language, In America
Mr. JAMES finds the “r” tacked on to the
end of words to which it does not belong,
but how about the elimination by those
Englishmen of the “g" in the pronuncia-
tion of words to the end of which it right-~
fully belongs?

Of course, our gins are in no way miti-
gated because others as grievous are
committed in England by “persons who
think they are educated,” and Mr. HENRY
JAMES is justified in pointing out our
particular “untidiness” of speech. He
was wholly right, too, when he described
the test of correct pronunciation to be
the speech of really educated and culti-
vated people and advised the Bryn Mawr
girls carefully to observe and imitate it.
That is the true authority in speech.
Dictionaries cannot give it. It is in the
aotually spoken language of those whose
eminence in cultivated speech entitles
them to establish the standard of cor-
rectness. That is, it {s a matter of the
best usage.

Another matter on which Mr. JAMES
dwelt deserves careful attention, more
especially by American women. It oon-
cerns vocal modulation, for “the value
of good breeding is largely tested by
the tone, which must be sound, agree-
able, neat and consistent;” and this
“tone standard is an art to be acquired
and cultivated just as much as any of the
arts and sciences of life.” Such culti-
vated utterance “may become a beautiful
habit;" yet, as Mr. JAMES said, the tones
heard are usually “awful discords.”

Women spend years in learning to play
a musical instrument, in polishing their
manners and in studying the mysteries
of dress and fashion, yet their voices
are left uncultivated, though on these
depends in highest degree the charm
of social intercourse. Go into a drawing
room or a dining room crowded with
women and the din of the vocal discord
is distressing, yet all this is conquerable
by education, and the conquering of it is
one of the most important functions of
education. The musical instrument
most carefully to be cultivated is the
human voice, from the earliest childhood
to maturity.

Mr. HENRY JAMES might have extended
his criticism to contemporary manners
generally, and in England no less than
in America. A commendable feature
of the present civilization in his highest
expression of mocial cultivation is its
insistence on genuineness and sincerity.
It demands that manners shall be really
an outward sign of an inward and spirit-
ual graoe, not & mere superficial veneer
of proprieties and punctilios. The old
“frills” of manner are put away as arti-
ficial and vulgar. All posing is intoler-
able. People are more natural than they
used to be. But this emancipation from

the thraldom of artificiality may be car-
ried to a mannerless extreme in social
spheres which boast of setting the stand-
ard of superiority. Table manners, for
example, are very bad in these days.
Chivalry, too, has been discarded, and
along with it courtesy, People who
pride themselves on their fashionable
distinction are often among the most
beerigh in their inconsiderateness, It is
not merely that they profess to be a law
unto themselves, but there is in them
an anarchy of manners which is inoon-
sistent with decent breeding. They
proceed as if their theory was that much
money covers a multitude of social sins.

Exit Dalrymple.

Mayor DUNNE of Chicago has bid God-
speed to JAMES DALRYMPLE of Glasgow,
and Chicago’'s enthusiastioc advocates
of municipal ownership are rather glad
than otherwise that the Soot has de-
parted. His advice and counsel were not
what was wanted. He displayed a most
disheartening habit of talking about
tram lines owned and operated by mu-
nicipal corporations as business enter-
prises. He seemed but little interested
in, or affected by, “great social revolu-
tions,” “reclaiming from the car lords
the people’s property” or “emancipation
from the thraldom of the traction
barons.” Had he been an employee
of a private corporation he could not
have taken a more prosaic view of the
problem Mayor DUNNE'S administration
must solve.

Mr. DALRYMPLE visited Cleveland on
invitation of THRER CERNT ToM, who is
running for reelection as Mayor of that
city. ToM is for municipal ownership,
and Mr. DALRYMPLE was asked to ad-
dress the citizens as an expert. He was
a distinct disappointment. His address
will not be of much use in the Johnson
campaign. When it had been delivered
there waa an appraciable decline in the
enthusiasm of Mr. JOENSON'S followers.
“Humph,” they said, “he’s no good.”

The truth is that Mr. DALRYMPLE was
brought to this country under false pre-
tenses. His hosts expected him to
spread the gospel of State socialism.
They wanted him to beat a drum for
municipal ownership as a political policy.
He was heralded as one who would give
the death blow to private capital in
public service enterprises. These things
he did not. He visited Chicago as a prao-
tical street raillway manager, not as a
political prophet. He advised Mayor
DUNNE much as HERBERT H. VREELAND
of this city advises the heads of the num-
erous street railways that seek his ooun-
sel. This was a great disappointment to
Mayor DUNNE, but Mr. DALBRYMPLE is
not to blame for that.

As a matter of fact, Chicago had no
need to call on any foreign city for advice
about its street railways. Among its
own residents are men capable of giving
advice as valuable as any that can be
got from Glasgow, or Budapest, or
any other community. The mistake
was made in supposing that suocess-
ful municipal management must be,
in some mysterious manner, radically
different from successful private man-
agement. Mr. DALRYMPLE has at least
tried to teach Mayor DUNNE that such
is not the case, If he has succeeded, his
trip to this country will not have been
entirely in vain.

A Suggested Remedy for ‘“Childless
Churches.’’

The tendency in this country toward
formality was {llustrated again on
Wednesday in the advocacy by an Epis-
copal clergyman before a Sunday school
convention in this city of the introduc-
tion of ritualistic forms for the special
benefit of children, the children's mass
and the manger, for example. His
reason for making the suggestion was
that “Episcopal churches are childless
churches.”

The fact that those churches and
churches of other religious denomina-
tions are “childless,” more especially
in neighborhoods where the population
is of the richer sort, {5 now obaervable in
New York. Churches which in the old
days used to have flourishing Sunday
schools are now able to get together only
a paltry number of children for their
religious education. The familiarity
with the Bible which all children of rep-
utable Protestant families acquired in
the Sunday schools of a generation or two
generations ago i8 now possessed by
few. Then every child of decently re-
ligious parentage went to Sunday school
as a matter of course and as regularly
and punctually as to a secular school on
the other days of the week; now there is
no such invariable custom.

The importance of the Protestant Sun-
day school in former days is illustrated
in the history of the lately distraught
Equitable Life Assurance Society. At
the time of the foundation of that com-
pany in 1859 by Mr. HENRY BALDWIN
HYDE, the father of the young man on
whom 8o much attention has been
concentrated recently, he was the su-
perintendent of the Sunday school of
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
then under the pastorship of the Rev. Dr.
ALEXANDER, the father of the long-time
president of the company. The post of
superintendent of such a Sunday school
was then of much dignity and impor-
tance, and the school itself was one of the
leading features of the church.

How flourishing the Sunday school of
this Presbyterian church now is we do
not know precisely, but relatively it may
be assumed to have declined in prosper-
ity. Mr. JAMES WADDELL ALEXANDER,
the president of the Equitable, we
may remark casually, abandoned the
Presbyterianism of his ancestors, at least
8o far as to become one of the vestry of
the St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church,
a parish which is notable for the ex-
tent and multiplicity of its religious
and charitable machinery, as organized
under its late rector, the now Bishop
GREER; but in its Fifth avenue central
home a description of it as “childless,”
8o far as concerns its Sunday school, may
not be inappropriate.

None of the churches of that region has
a flourishing Sunday school after the pat~
tern of the old days. The Fifth avenue
district, comprising the Assembly dis-
tricts, Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sev-

enth, Twenty-ninth and Thirtysrst, oone:

tains at present about 250,000 inhabi-
tants. It is the part of Manhattan where
the Protestant church membership is
relatively much the greatest and the
Protestant churches largest and most
numerous. But the attendance on the
Sunday schools of the region has not
kept pace with the growth of the popu-
lation since the days of the Rev. Dr.
ALEXANDER.

The cynical explanation is that the
fashion of having children no longer pre-
vails among the sort of people who live
in that favored residence district—that
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S “race suicide” goes on
there. At any rate, the old fashion of
bundling oft children to Sunday school
every Sunday morning seems to have
gone out of vogue to a very great extent.
Perhaps they are taught religion at homse
by parents, guardians and governeases;
perhaps not. It may be that parents of
the kind who live in that region of the
town fear the consequences of herding
together children, being wary of mi-
crobes, after the fashion of this time, or
fearful of an assooiation not desirable,
according to their present exclusive social
notions,

The suggestion of the Episcopal clergy-
man to whom we have referred, that there
is need of greater use of symbols and pic-
tures to suit the child’s nature as a neo-
essary means of attracting children to
religious worship, and that the churches
of his own communion are “childless
churches,” is significant, It was bitterly
combated by another clerical speaker on
the occasion as permicious. “I cannot
understand,” he said, “how the celebra~
tion of the Eucharist before a congrega~-
tion of children who are not mature
enough to receive it can be in accordance
with the mind of the Church or with the
principles of our religion.” The Council
of Trent of the Roman Catholio Church
anathematized “any one who saith that
the communion of the Eucharist is neces-
sary for little children before they have
arrived at years of discretion.” It is true
that generally in the Roman Catholio
churches of this country there is on Sun-
day a low mass known as the “children’s
mass,” but there is no Eucharist for chil-
dren. In the Russian Church, however,
acoording to an authority quoted by us
on Wednesday, the Eucharist is adminis-
tered to infants, but the wine only.

For a New Chinese Navy.

It is reported from Pekin that a scheme
has been drawn up for the creation of a
new Chinese navy. Prince PuU-LUNG,
who represented China at the St. Louis
exposition, is said to be the originator
of it, and he has been assisted by im-
portant members of the Government
and high officials. Prince CHING, YUAN-
SH1-KA1, Viceroy of Pechili, and T1EN-
L1ANG, all belonging to the board for the
organization of the new Chinese army,
are cooperating in working out the de-
tails, and it is said that the funds neces-
sary to carry out the scheme have been
arranged for. A special Ministry of
Marine will be created, and its organiza-
tion and the technical language to be
employed will be borrowed from Japan.
It was also intended to obtain the ser-
vices of a Japanese naval officer of high
rank to act as adviser.

The central office of the new naval
administration will be at Tientsin, with
subordinate establishments at Shang-
hai, Chefoo, Nanking, in the Chusan
Archipelago, and at Tapengi or Mirs Bay,
near Hongkong. The existing stations
of the fleet at Tientsin and Nanking will
be fortified and taken over by the central
administration, and naval schools will be
established at the six stations named
under Japanese and foreign instructors.
The eventual tactical and strategical
organization of the new Chinese navy
will be in a number of divisions, com-
posing two or more squadrons, to be
determined on later, to be known as the
active fleet, and in addition to these a
strong reserve squadron.

The plans, so far as matured, have been
adapted from the Japanese, whose
naval department gave important as-
sistance in the matter; and the Viceroys
of the different coast and river prov-
inces are actively cooperating with the
central Government in carrying through
the scheme.

Kenyon's Court of Honor.

The students of Kenyon College have a
court of honor among themselves which
is assisting the faculty materially in
maintaining discipline while it is pro-
moting a standard of moral responsi-
bility among the students themselves
that is of much value.

Applied originally to eliminating dis-
honest practises in examinations, the
students have now extended the court
of honor's jurisdiction to the matter of
drinking intoxicants on the college
premises. The village of Gambier,
which Kenyon dominates and practi-
cally owns, is a gem of beauty tucked
away in the central Ohio hills. Worldly
distractions are few in Gambier. The
pent up vitality of Kenyon undergradu-
atedom had to have some vent. Rumors
of dormitory revelry came faintly to
disturb the faculty calm. Reports ex-
aggerated absurdly beyond the fact
were circulated. But the faculty itself
could do little or nothing until the stu-
dents themselves voluntarily took hold
of the matter.

The alma mater spirit is particularly
strong in Kenyon. When it comes to
anything touching the good name of the
old college, then public opinion becomes
a merciless policeman. The student
court of honor has exacted a pledge
from every student not to drink intoxi-
cants anywhere on the college premises,
and it is wo to him who violates that
solemn pledge.

President PEIRCE of Kenyon says this
movement on the part of the students
themselves has done more to promote
order, discipline and good morals than
any legislation the faculty and trustees
could ever enact. But the experience of
Kenyon in this respect is only the expe-
rience of other colleges where the code of
honor principle has been adopted. There
is a searching vigor to student enforce-
ment of the law which no faculty stern-
ness can match. Sensibilities to which
successful appeal may be made have
been found even in the most recently

teriors were once thoroughly explored
by one of these student courts of honor.

Incidentally, this same manly spirit is
doing as much as the books themselves
toward turning out the kind of American
oitizens the American republioc needs
most in {ts business. But that is an-
other matter,

Bome unique variations of the tradi-
tonal hospitality of the South are Indi-
cated In advance of Mr. ROOSEVELT'S au-
tumn trip through Dixie. “The Presi-
dent's Southern trip,” says the Savannah
Newn, “1s to be begun on Oot. 17, when the
frost is on the pumpkin and the oorn is in
the shook. At that time persimmons and
possums and ‘taters will all be at their beat.
It the President has never eaten roasted
possum and roasted ‘taters, washing the
food down with persimmon beer, he has
at least one new delight coming to him.”

The purpose of this suggestion must be
kindly, but a diet of poasum and potatoes,
with persimmon beer on the side cannot
be thought alluring to any one who has ex-
pert knowledge of such true Southern deli-
oacies as fried ohioken, ocorn muffins, terra~
pin, oyster loaf and peanut fed ham.

Ootober is perhaps the best month in the
year for traveling in the South, especially
for an itinerary which {a to inolude some
of the Gulf States. But the suggestion that
Ootober offers any prospect of frost on
pumpkins must be a figure of speech.

A hearty Southern weloome does not
neoessarily include possum as a standard
artiole of diet for Presidential parties or
other groups of official tourists. Georgia
has greater delicacies than this, and the
rice, corn and vegetables of the Cracker
State would attract where a possum, sweet
potato and persimmon diet would fail to
allure.

The persimmon is nutritious, but the
vogue of persimmon beer ia striotly local.
The merits of this beverage are not likely
to reoeive much attention from a party
visiting the Southland for other purposes
than those of gastronomio research.

THE DECLINE OF JUDAISM.

A Call by a Jew for the Adaptation of His
Religion to Fresent Conditions.

To TEE EDITOR OoF THE SUN-Sir: Dr.
Singer overestimates the number of “ohurch-
less” New York Jews.

True, only a small minority may be pew
holders or regular attendants of any particu-
larsynagogue, yet very many of the remainder,
if only to attend services during the fall holy
days, then procure seats at some synagogue,
or at some hall where divine service is then
held. The number of synagogues has in-
creased, and many small communities finan-
clally unable to have one maintaln some
hall for the purpose: and to accommodate
the multitudes desirous of attending divine
services during the fall holy days many
additional halls are temporarily hired.

However, [t istrue that for, say, fifty weeks
of the year there is a muchdiminished average
attendance; but, in Christian churches, com-
pare the numbers at Easter and Christmas
services with the average Sunday attend-
ance, and one sees a similar condition.

It is true, perhaps, that it has become
the exception among Jewish shopkeepers to
close on Sabbath (Saturday), and also true
that thousands of Jewish workingmen and
women work on that day. But the shop-
keeper. as the public servant, muat do business
when the public go rogulres. to exist and
rrosper while the workingman cannot af-

ord to lose a sixth of his week's pay to keep
Babbath.

True, too, there is laxity {n observance of
Jewish dletary laws, but there are Jewish
restaurants ae lemg, and their number seems
to be increasing, but whether they display
the symbolio Jewish sign or do not
it seems of no moment.
Jewish edibles.

True, too, the study o; J_ol{(ah lakw is fallin,
into disuse, but why not? o bulk of Jewis
laws were made in the times of and for
the government of the Jewish nation. B8ince
Jewish national existence ceased centuries
ago, of what practical value (save historical)
are national laws without a nation to
governed thereby?

Jewish literature containea much that |Is
beautiful, wise and instructive; such need
not die, and naver will. Translations into
existing modern languages will be read by
Jews and non-Jews, as are works of literary
value of every other nation, irrespective of
thelr authors having en Jew, Christian,
Buddhist or Agnostic.

However, if the Jewish bookseller finds
slow sale for Jewish literature, he, like any
other sensibla merchant, will not condemn

atrona for not buying what he might prefer

o sell, but will change his line to goods which
his patrons demand.

Even the learned and well known com-
{\llrr of the Jewish Fneyelopedia will admit

hat its publication was a commercial entar-

display
Signs are not among

erna. and, while no Jewirh publisher may
ava been willing to publish this very in-
structive and important work, his experience,
after all, was only that of many another
author, or playwright, or inventor. Twenty
will Re@ no merit in a project which proves
on trial to be a profitable venture.

The gist of areument over Judaism's future
is the fact that when and where perse-
cuted, oppresrsed and restricted because of
being Jews, they lived up to the full tenor
of their faith: yet with per=acution relaxed
or abrant, fuller or completa liberties and
civil rights granted, they no longer live the
stranuous Jewlish life, History repeata iteelf:
the Pllgrim Fathers were certainly more
devout Christiana than their present Back
Bay descandanta.

An analysis of Judalsm will, as Dr. Singer
gave, show {t to “a complex of religious
laws, customsa and traditions.” Is {t not
foraver lookine backward? Ts not living
a life of gnnt times dificult and almost im-
poasible, hecause of totally changed sphere
and conditions?

Does {t not seem wise for the divided
branches of Judalam, insi:ad of continuing
their presant and apparently «ndless wrangle,
to convene for tha purpose of radically analy-
zing the faith, ellminating the observance o
ohsolete ancient or national customs an
traditions as part of the religion, vet care-
fully preserving the simple and grand old
laws which constitute the rock foundation
of Judaism, and which are the aimilar bases
of Christianity? Iet us look forward, not
backward, ADOLPE OPPENEEIMER.

NeEw YORK, June 8.

Suggestions for Tippers.

To TARE EDITOR O THR SUN—Sir: I was glad to
see your article against tipping. Recently 1 went
South for the firat time, and In an express oMce In
Virginia I offered a tip to a white man who had
expedited matters for me. His scornful refusal
of the tip may have saved me hundreds of dollars.
How can I tell? At any rate I know that after that
I offered tips to none save colored porters and
walters.

It aeems to me that it would be a good thing 1f
in barber shops. for Instance, some such placard
as this were displayed:

“We are not self-respecting Americans and we
take tips.”

Then no ?n would object to handtng his barher
10 cents In addition to the 30. Or one might have
anumberof cards struck off contalning the words:

“I give you this tip of a dime because I know you
are not a self-respecting American.”

Then each time the tip was handed out the card
could go with it gnd 1t would be up to the barber to
accept or decline the card and the tip.

And those who consider It mean not to tip could
drop thelr dimes Into a Salvatlon Army cup at the
cashler's desk, sure that the money was going to
& deserving cause. CHARLRS BATTELL LooMIs.

FANWOOD, June 9.

Pertinent Questions on Japan's Military
Leaders,

To "m® EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The world
has mblrveled at the milltary qualifications and
achlevegnents of tho Japanese. There has been
some talk about our having at some future time a
collision with that Interesting people. My first
inquiry ls: Were thelr Generals and Admirals
appointed because of thelr qualifications or because
they were the favorites of the appolnting power?
My other question 1s: Were thelr qualifications so-
quired or developed in matters of a military nature
or in some other llne, as, for example, the school
of medicine? E. R. D,

Naw YORK, June 10.

Question for Mr. Gardiner.

To THE EULITOR OF TE® SUN—Sir: Since Charies
A. Gardiner has kindly undertaken to tell us all
about the Constitution, 1s It out of place for me to
ask whether this distinguished native of the Do-
minion of Canada has ever become a citlzen of the
United States?

Up In this part of the State there's some doubt as

to whether he's a citizen of the United States or a
Canue! FOoRrT CoviMarom.
. SR

THE REMEDY FOR RELIGIOUS
DO

UBT.

A Letter From Goldwin Smith,

To Te® Eptror or Tas BuNn—8ir: You
say that you recelve oommunications
speaking bitterly of these letters. Thelr
writer does not fall to receive outpourings
of feeling, now from the side of orthodoxy,
whioh denounces him as an atheist, now
from the side of ultra materialism, which
taxes him with cowardly adherence to
theistio superstiiion. Ho is but one of
many who in these days of perplexity and
doubt are trying to find some secure foun-
dation for bellef in the moral government
of the universe, in the authority of oon-
solence and in the more hopeful view of
the change whioh is to take place at death,
For the aged perhaps the last question has
more pressing interest than for the young.

You have told us that there is an increase
of formal membership in the orthodox, a
deorease in the more rationalistio Churches,
Granting this to be the ogse, does it denote
a deorease of rationalism and an increase
of orthodox belief? Would & seceder from
an orthodox Church be likely at onoe to
register himself elsewhere? Is formal mem-
bership proof of unshaken conviction?
Judging from my observation in England,
I should say that it was not. Does not
this inoreased resort to esthetio attrao-
tions betray a feeling of mistrust? Do we
not hear from one Church after another,
now from the Presbyterian, now from the
Anglican, an appeal of oonscientious and
enlightened clergymen for a removal or
relaxation of teats? Has not unrest been
disclosed by a series of trials for heresy?
Have not leading olergymen of the Church
of England petitioned for liberty to deal
freely and critically with the New Testa-
ment? Has not Presbyterianism produoced
the writings of Robertson Smith? Is not
the “Encyclopasdia Biblica,” in which the
resurrection of Christ is treated as a vision,
edited by a Canon of the Anglican Churoh
and professor of theology at Oxford? We
surely have coma to a orisis in the history
of religion and all that rests upon ft.

There might be less disposition to oling
to traditional formularies of belief and
greater willingness to eet the clergy, our
natural guides, free from their present
shaokles if we had present to our minds
the extent to which denominational oreeds
had been fixed, not by spiritual authority of
any kind, but by secular power, and largely
for political ends. In the case of the An-
glican Church it may, I think, be clearly
shown that from the commencement of
the religious revolution under Henry VIIL
to its close under Elizabeth the represen-
tation of the clergy never had an effeotive
voloa. Convocation, had it been allowed,
would have perpetuated the Catholio set-
tlement of Mary; and of the episcopate, in
the eyes of Anglicans a special channel of
true belief, all the members but one—or,
if SBodor and Man is to be counted, two—

resigned. In the Scotch Reformation also
influence distinctly political was very
strong.

One is rised to find that a champion

of Catholicism in your columns can point
to the 300,000,000 nominal Catholics as
testifying by their unshaken belief to the
stability of his Church. In the Papal ocity
{tself, while Ignatius Loyola still rests in his
shrine of lapis lazuli and gold, not far off
rises the statue of Giordano Bruno, erected
by “the age whioh he foresaw” on the spot
where he was burned. But where would
even nominal Cathollcism now be if po-
litical power had not in Italy, Franoce, Spain,
Austria, Bavaria, the Spanish*Netherlands,
foroibly orushed freedom of inquiry? The
principle on which, after the Thirty Years'
War, the States of Germany were practi-
cally settled waa that the political sover-
eignty should determine the State religion.
With political liberty has come freedom
of thought and with freedom of thought
questionings about traditional belief and
about the mysteries of our being to which
only reasonable satisfaction can put an
end.

Let those who shrink with horror from
the spread of free inquiry draw encourage-
ment and charity at the same time from a
grand example. Gladstone, as Morley's
life of him shows, was to the end of his
days a High Churchman, intensely relig-
{ous, a believer in special providenoce, in the

‘inspiration of Scripture, in the efficacy of

prayer. Yet he could not only associate
and aot heartily with free thinkers, but look
with satisfaction on the activity of the gen-
eral oonscience and say that while there had
never been an af® so much perplexed with
doubt, there had never been one so full
of the earnest pursuit of truth.
GOLDWIN SMITH.

“Fabulous’” Rewards of Insurance Agents.

To THE EDITOR OoF THE SUN—S{r: Comments
have been made of late upon what is termed the
fabulous sums paid to life insurance agents in com-
missions. 1 am one of the agents of the Equitable,
and I have no apologies to offer for representing
that grand old soclety. | have served the Equl.
table many years and have placed a neat listle sum
of business upon its books, but I have yet to find
the fabulous sums which, according to the highly
imaginative commentatqrs, have been pald to me
as commissions. The fact Is, that the compensa-
tion of an agent is about $25 on a transaction in-
volving the payment of from $1,000 to $1,500 to the
policyholder, and a small commission on renewal
premiums.

In every case where a policy is returned not
taken the fabulously endowed agent has to pay
the medical fee, and on every policy returned to
the soclety after the lapse of sixty days the same
plutocratic agent ls charged term Insuranoce. In
addition to all these contributions the agent is
charged ofice expenases, and for every dollar bor-
rowed as advances he is charged Interest as the
rate of 5§ per eent. per annum.

In many instances applicants for policies demand
all or a considerable part of the commissions of
their agents, and I should not wonder if these
very people who deprive the agent of his justly
earned compensation are the ones who hogl and
wow-wow the loudest about the fabulous earnings
of the agent.

It 1s high time that the public should leatn the
true facts about what the agents earn In commis-
slons and not be misled by the wild and wholly un-
substantiated talk of commentators who know no
more about the life \nsurance business than does
a Russian General of the strategy of war,

PORT RICHMOND, June 0. JULIUS SCHWARTS,

‘“ Peace With Honor."

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: "Peace with
honor.” Is not the so-called “Russlan honor"
buried as deep in the ocean of national opinlon as
her warships are sunk In the Sea of Japan?

“Russlan honor™ started a war by a lle to the
nations. “Russian honor” tried to bully right by
supposed might—the “honor” that premeditated
and planned the dishonorable keeping of territory
assigned to ker in trust. )

The “honor” that continued a war of slaughter
for personal power and graft, and means debauch-
ery, theft and murder, without a single redeeming
tralt, as It stands before the bar of the God of na-
tions, is recelving its just sentence,

Wil the “true Russlan honor® ariee from Its
dormant state, and, shaking off the shackies of
crime and oppression, ecstablish fts all powerful
scepter of right?

“Act well your part—thers all the honor lles.”

SuMMIT, June 9. 1. SAWYER LaMsON,

Enriching English,

To TR® EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Whynotadopt
the word “togo-ed” to signify giving your opponent
an overwhelming defeat In & game of carda, or n
the playing ot any game?

It certalnly would make a good verb for practical
use in the Japanese language. JORN F. BAXTER.

New YORK, June 10.

Wise Fools.
Bleased be the man who Invented the hammock,
Bleased be the cunning that guided his hand,
Giving the chanoe of both pleasure and safety
Blsstully rogking :the boas Upon-lands r-eeulia

THE ENGLISH DRAMA.

What Are the Causes of Its Present Lae
mentable State?

To T EpiTOoR oF THR SUN-Sir: Inotice
a paragraph on the “exhaustion of English
playwrights* in one of our local papers,
with a quotation from THE SUN, to this efTect;
“English playwrights are almost without
exception showing slgns of artistio exhaus.
tion, There has not been a single infusion
of new blood. But our playwrights even as
their best do not reach the level of the Eng-

1ish authors.”
This is a sad confession. 1 thoughi thwy

had managed these things better in America,
as well as In France. The causes of the decay
are no doubt the facts that theaters multiply
in London under the hands of some common-
place speculators or ambitlous aotors who
look out for parts only suited to themselves,
and that original production ia confined to
the metropolis.

The ordinary theatrical speculator be-
lleves thoroughly that he will find his best
acoount in frivolity and show, pandering te
the meanest tastes. He does this at great cost,
but few If any succeed in making a fortune,
at that. A man of taste and business capacity
with good pieces, old and new, and having an .
excellent company is far more likely to suo-
ceed. Readers of the late Mr. John Hollings.
head's memoirs may remember that he sald
he made £80,000 in ten years in this manner,
and that when he embarked (n pieces only of
costly show he lost all his money, I remem-
be? mesting the late Mr. Leonard Outram,
an amiable occasional manager, and an intel-
ligent man, too, after the failure of a costly
plece of show of his at the New Olymplic, to
the loss of notfar from £10,000, and I asked him
if he had not read Hollingshead's book, He
sald no, “Better,” I said, “you had done so;
you would not have produced this trash,
from which you tell me you expéoted to make -
your fortune.” Boucicault tried at times
this glitter business and lost money at it.
Why did he not stick to his Irish plays, where
there was some gold, in a double sense, in
the “glitter”?

Boucicault said that the low condition of
the stage was due to defective press criticism,
Well, I dare say if the leading dramatio
writers and critics lald their heads together
to condemn trash or semi-trash they would
do much to empty the theaters for cleansing
purposes. DBut more than that {8 needed.
Only one or two critics, it is to be feared,
fight for high class work. 1 remember very
well that twenty yvears ago students of the
drama such as Mr. Archer and Mr., H. A.
Jones were quite opposed to the Shakespears
fan forms of the art as irrational or unsuited
to the modern theater.

1 controverted such views in the National
Review for November, 1885, in an essay under
the title of “Shakespeare as a Dramat!
Model”; and five years afterward I gublluhex
"1lhn ?&toc!}t}:hhﬁ the Gr:onrgom. wll;.ht:
play after “ ello,” written by 86
which I demonstrated, I bolievec{?ytho "o x-
cellence of the Shakespearian forms, y
contentions have proved correot. Shake-
Rpeare for a oonsiderable time past in London

as been the only dramatist whose works are
to be seen in the theaters and even common
hla{wﬂnhtn scarcely exist at all. Yet this
author wrote 300 years ago! It is a sad state
of affaira.

he remedy is to throw London aside, and

for the theaters in other great cities to start
Fl‘aw" and plays of thelr own, casting oostly
rivols to the winds, or at all eventa relegatin
these to the holidays of the winter perlo«f
The treasuries of these theaters would un-
questionably be benefited by employing
authors directed to turn their attention to
national character and concern, even after
gguolclult. if not Shakespeare. I have now

en & playgoer in this city—modern Athens
—for half a century, and yet until 1 Pmdu
a alltht play with national mugic in a ha
about twenty vears ago no original preduo-
tion by a local author had been given during
the previous thirty vears: nor has thers been
any Aince till an obscure theater here tha other
month staged a musical play by a Glasgow
writer with good male actors, and the pro-
duction proved a great success. This theater
manaeement was driven to original produo-
tion from the multiplicity of thoaterg, the
long standing ones only securing the “Lon-
don successes,” which I believe did smajl
good to their treasuries.

We have no jealousy of American successes;
and itisto be wished that the fresh genius
of that newer country might diseover some
rare dramatic forces for us. In the ahsence
of It, T would recommend sucha course as I
have indicated for raising the dramatic crops.
Actors are too apt to fancy themselves the
seeds, the sowers, the harvesters and the
onoks, too. But it should be remembered
by them that the original concentions are
with the author, and if they do not find rood
nursery ground for him thera will neither be
rieht seed nor harvest. I trust that in time
in the dearth of new anterprizes men of taste
and genera] capacity, as well as independence
of mind and character, will ret into the theater .
business, WILL1AM SPINE.

EDINBURGH, June 1.

KING OSCAR'S PROBLEM.

A Swede Likens Narway’s Position to That
of Ireland in Un!ted Kingdom.

To THE EpIToR or THE SUN—Sir: As I
have Jjust returned from a six months visit
to Sweden and Norway, I have had an oppor-
tunity to watch the political conflict between
the two eountries on the scene of actlon.

I attended the opening of the Riksdag a%
the Royal Palace in Stockholm, and heard
King Oscar make his masterful opening
speech to the men of the Rikadag., Among
the petitions presented to his Majesty there
was the one asking for a separate consular
service for Norway. Later, when the ques-
tion was brought before the Rikadag, I ob-
talned permission, through the courtesy of a
member, to attend and listen to the discus-
sions, 2

The S8wedish side recognired that by grant-
ing this petition they would practically sever
the union of Norway and Sweden. Then,
too, the financial status of these two ljttle
nations would be Inadequate to assume the
added expense Involved in maintaining sep-
arate consular services. There was no preo-
edent, either, for such a procedure, and the
8wedes were up against a pretty difficuls
problem. Great Britain and Ireland have
one oonsular service and one Ministry to
represent the United Kingdom. You migh
as well demand that each one of the Unite
States of America should be separately rep-
resented and expect to maintain unity.

One cause for disgruntlement among the
Norwegians seems to be that the King does
not live in Christiania during a_portion of
each vear. I talked with many Norwegians
when I was in Christiania, and the cansensus
of opinion seemed to be that, since Oscar
was King of both Norway and Sweden, heo
ought to make hia headquarters alternatelv
in Christiania and Stockholm. The Scotc
and Irish nations might just as well set up
howl because King Edward makes Englan
his headquarters instead of conducting the
affairs of State now in Scotland and again in
Ireland.

The truth of the matter i= this: The Nor-
wegians have great race pride and don nos
wigrh to be looked upon as suhservient to the
rule of another Power, no mattar what privi-
legea thevy mav have of home rule or low
gentle and lenient the governing power ninx
ba, In this they have the syvmpathy of all
liberty loving Americans. But there is an-
other side, and a very important one, to he
considered.

United, Sweden and Norway have weight
In European diplomacy: divided, they will
be continually menaced by the superior for a
of ereater Powers. South of them they hava
Germany, at the east Russia, and on the west
Great Britain,

Thesa two little natione standing alone will
ba mere footballs, to be played with and
plaved for.

Tt has been the dream of King Oscar's |ife
to maintain peace and unity between his peo-
ples, and these troubles have been a sourca
of great erief to this grand old menarch
Some of those near to him have told me that
his Majesty often weeps over the situation

ine Ogear (s a far gightad man, with a rond

eart and a level hend. His interest {a alwavs
for the welfare of his subjects, and there is
not a man in tha world more respeetad and
beloved than this 4ind, rentle, [utellicent
ruler of Sweden and Norwavy,

. VELMA BWANSTON HOWARD.

New Yonrg, June 10.

Man Proposes.
From Presiden! Roosevelt's letter of regret to (M
Plgrims, dated May ™
1 have your letter of the 15th Inst. transmitting
the invitation of the Pllgrims of the United States
to attend thelr dinner to Ambassador Choate on
the evening of the Oth of June. It is simply nud
of the question for me to leave Washington at tho
time of your banquet.
From the news despntches dated June 0
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va., June 8. —President Roose-
velt, accompanied by two Secret Service agen's,
arrived here this afternoon to visit the Albemar's
farm recently purchased by him.

. In Dogdom.
First Bulldog—DId you take much stock In thas
young suitor?

1 tormed & bholdlvg
R darstto e

Second Bulldog—Well,
: oomBARES o




